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(;OLD BEACH INVESTMENT PROPERTIES, INC.

P.O.Box 579, CENTRALIA, WA 98531

December 12, 2011
Re: Landowner’s statement regarding appeal A-1104/AD-1106
Dear Curry County Department of Public Services and Board of Commissioners:

As the landowner and applicant in the abovementioned appeal, please receive this as the
official statement from the landowner, Gold Beach Investment Properties, Inc.

In March of 2008, following extensive consultation and research performed at our cost to
ascertain the availability and replenishment potential of gravel resources, as well as the
legal and environmental ramifications of mining gravel, we entered into a mining lease
with Tidewater Contractors. Our lease obligates Tidewater to at all times be in
compliance with all laws and regulations imposed by all governing agencies. We have
for the past almost four years received copies of all applications filed, studies performed,
and approvals granted from those with authority. Having witnessed due process followed
and compliance with regulations, we see this appeal as another misguided and baseless
attempt to exert undue control over private property rights.

Private Property. In the past we have chosen to work cooperatively with the public,
allowing recreationalists and fishermen the opportunity to access the river side of our
property. This open-door policy has led to abuse, vandalism, theft, dumping, and
destruction of property, as well as the misperception that it is public property. We have
installed private property signs to alert the community that it is not public land; however,
the signs and posts have quickly been shot, stolen, and torn out of the ground. Clearly
there is a public misperception or lack of acknowledgement that this is in fact private
property, which has perhaps led the community to believe that they have a voice in how
we choose to use our land. Due to the private property rights that we all enjoy in this
country, the reality is we can do anything we choose with our property, as long as we are
compliant with all laws and regulations.

Laws and Governing Agencies. Throughout our ownership history we have worked
cooperatively with all governing agencies, and we continue to do so. Though at times
burdensome, the regulations of various agencies have always provided, and continue to
provide, the appropriate balance of interests and protection of public resources. Just as
we do not have the right to undermine governing agencies’ authority to impose
requirements on us, neither does the local community have the ability to override law or
superimpose their personal desires on the regulations and restrictions of governing
agencies. In the abovementioned appeal there is in fact nothing that ties to lack of
compliance with regulations of governing agencies. Over time it has become clear that
Curry County’s withholding of permission to mine gravel is based on misunderstanding
and inappropriate assumption of authority rather than rule of law.
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Renewable Resource. We have mined hundreds of thousands of tons of gravel from this
site in the past, and have proven that gravel is indeed a renewable resource, with
continual regeneration, and that responsible mining can be conducted without harm to
surrounding public resources. Over the past almost four years every study that has been
completed, whether by private contractor or public agency, has come to the same
conclusion; that responsible mining is appropriate and allowable, and will not have a
negative effect on the surrounding environment or a harmful reduction of gravel as a

public resource.

Private/Public Cooperation. We chose to enter a mining lease agreement with Tidewater
because it is in our collective best interest to have responsible mining of a renewable
resource, and to have activity and oversight on our property. We believe it is in the best
interest of the County and local community to work cooperatively with us and Tidewater
as we commonly manage both public and private resources, trusting those agencies in
authority to regulate activities in a balanced, measured and responsible manner. Our

vision of working together includes:

- The responsible extraction and use of gravel as a renewable resource, monitored
and governed by all agencies, and mined in compliance with all regulations and
permits;

- Continued public access allowed on the river side of the property; and

- Safety, security, and cleanliness.

We are sensitive to the fact that local residents would rather not have mining activity
oceur in their community. We also know that when due process is followed it is possible
to have a balance between private and public interest. In this case due process has been
followed, and third party consultants and governing agencies have approved. ‘With the
various restrictions and regulations imposed on Tidewater’s activity, supported by our
and your oversight, we believe that the Planning Commission’s decision should be

honored.

Respectfully,
D, - e

Darrin Kasteler
Vice President
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Lower Rogue River Streambank Stabilization/Riparian Revegetation/Fish Habitat
Restoration Project.

Gold Beach, Oregon

Bioengineering Associates Inc.,
Laytonville, CA

Background.

The location of the actively eroding cliff is on the left or southern bank of the Rogue
River within the area of tidal influence just upstream of the estuary. The site Is 5261t
in length consisting of some 420ft length of recently eroded riverbank or cliff up to
30ft high above the bed of the backwater, including a 1201t stretch of slumped
material that has become partially vegetated. There is a further 142ft of bank
downstream that is also being actively eroded, though mostly covered with
Himalayan ( recently recognized as Armenian) Blackberry. Upstream and
downstream of this 562ft length, the banks are covered with rip-rap, and appear to be
stable. At the base of the cliff is a significant backwater that appears to be a
minimum of 2ft deep even at low tide. ‘

300 feet of the cliff are near vertical along the upstream end, which takes the brunt of
high flows taking a southwesterly line between the opposing gravel bars that have
been stabilized with willow growth. As observed above, increasing vegetation and
concurrent aggrading, by deposition, of the gravel bar opposite the erosion site
continues to increase erosive pressure on this 5621t of bank.. This cliff erosion has
eaten into the gardens of houses that are now within 100ft of being lost to the river.

The house owners have attempted to resist the rapid erosion of their property. Three
cables run from the bank-top to downed trees that once offered some protection to the |
cliff. They now provide some fish shelter but tend to direct flows against the bank.
There are a number of mature shrubs and trees in the threatened gardens, including a
multi-stemmed California bay myrtle within 201t of the top of bank.

The quality of the existing habitat for fish is limited by:
Lack of predator protection from overhanging vegetation
Limited in-stream habitat structure
Little of no shade to maintain lower water temperatures
Periodic input of fine sediment from mass wasting of the undermined bank.

Implications and Assumptions:

From site visits to the area, an assessment of the larger-scale process responsible for
changing the landscape can be summarized as follows. In recent years, the estuary
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itself has been subject to heavy deposition, decreasing the average river gradient over
the reach of tidal influence. Within living memory, the river has compensated for this
loss of main-stem capacity by reclaiming many acres of productive meadow, a
phenomenon that is common to many West Coast watersheds impacted by land use
change. The Rogue is still in the process of reworking valley gravels, leaving gravel
bars populated by recent willow growth. These bars exhibit the positive feedback of
vegetation-induced deposition that enables them to grow, decreasing the capacity
locally and thereby increasing pressure on the valley sides

The cliffs are mostly composed of fine alluvial silty sand, which has the equivalent of
cohesion strength only where a root mat is present. At their base is a perennial
backwater that is scoured by flood flows some three feet deeper than the adjacent
floodplain. The cliffs are therefore at high risk of being further undermined and
collapsing in a major flood event, contributing more fine sediments to the estuary.

The greatly increased width of the floodplain at this location implies scope for
enhancing habitat and protecting the bank locally, without any significant decrease in
the cross-section of the river and its floodplain at this point.

"The project design addresses the current ‘limiting factors® for fish by providing
excellent fish habitat. The existing situation will be greatly enhanced by the addition
of logs and rootwads providing sheltered pools.and resting areas safe from predators.

The boulders and large logs in each structure will deepen the pool locally and trap
further flood debris. The resulting increase in structural complexity ‘will enhance the
trophic web with a greater diversity of carbon food sources. Shade from the bank-
side willow will lower the water temperatures in the warmer months. In addition,
protecting bare bank and strengthening existing meta-stable areas will prevent further
loss of fine sediments from bank erosion." '

The increase in impermeable surfaces represented by house roofs {discharging to the
ground surface at the foot of the down pipes) leads to a local concentration of input to
groundwater as well as surface water flows above the bank once the ground has

reached saturation.

This surcharging of groundwater above the riverbank not only weakens the resistance
of the bark to collapse, especially when undermined, but also tends to cause failure
through excess pore-water pressure after a bankfull (or greater) event when river
levels fall. The implication of this condition is that a filter needs to be applied to
prevent continuing leaching of fine material from the bank. The proposed design uses
Jocal river run gravel and cobble in the construction, for this purpose, rather than
synthetic filter fabric, and this gravel will be stabilized by vegetation that will quickly
provide shade and enhance habitat/predator protection to fish.

Other assumptions are that the use of local materials and labor will be maximized, the
location of the backwater relative to the cliff will be maintained, and this optimum



design involves an intelligent showcase of bioengineering techniques that respond to
the varying site conditions.

Conceptual Design

The site offers four distinct areas for bioengineering treatment:
Upstream scoured cliffs

Vegetated cliff slump area

Swale outfall

Bank downstream of swale

W

Site 1. The upstream cliffs, about 300ft in length, clearly take the brunt of flood

flows at the present time. For vegetation to become established and provide the
overhanging shade to the backwater, plantings need protection from scouring flows
that would undermine the cliff or rip out individual plantings. Three rock and willow
lifts each 2.5 feet high are proposed, backfilled with local river run into which trunks .
and rootwads can be anchored, projecting out to form stable fish habitat complexes.
These lower lifts will form a secure base for two further lifts of willow and river-run

gravel wrapped in 90KGS coir, reaching halfway up the cliff.

This design will maintain the location of the backwater relative to the cliff, together
with the natural scouring process that keeps it up to six feet deep. Any future efforts
to reduce bank failure elsewhere in the estuary, for example by restoring vegetation to
cut banks, should enhance this scouring process by increasing the sediment-carrying

~ capacity of flood flows.

The upstream and downstream ends of this approx. 300ft length will be protected by
‘Boulder Deflectors’, staked with live rooted willow clusters. These deflectors will
anchor substantial logs and rootwads projecting into the backwater, enabling four or
five alcoves to be defined by substantial intermediate log and boulder structures for

fish habitat.

It is proposed to round-off the top of the riverbank to a radius of eight feet {except
where tree Toots would be exposed) to make it safer for residents. Between the top
coir lift and a point eight feet below the existing bank top, above flood levels, local
river run material will be used to form a slope between the top of the lifts and the
present top of bank. This will be wrapped in coir net and planted with native trees,
shrubs, grass and wild flowers. Above this, the rounded area will be mulched, seeded
and covered with coir net, with native plantings as agreed with the Jandowner.

Site 2. The vegetated cliff slump area, 120ft long, will be in the lee of site 1, above,
and has an 80ft long vertical face above the slumped material. It is proposed to
reshape the slumped material local and add river run gravel to provide a gentle slope
stabilized at the toe with a Live Woven Willow Wall. This will provide protection
against further erosion, as well as a filter that will allow passage of groundwater



while retaining fine materials from leaching out into theriver. It is also proposed to
provide further fish habitat structures, involving logs and rootwads anchored with
occasional large rock, over this 1201t length.

Site 3. The swale outfall, 32ft wide, ends in a steep cut bank some ten feet from the
water’s edge. This is likely to represent headward erosion that will contribute further
sediment to the river. It is proposed to create a Roughened Channel to stabilize the
swale and provide continuity with the bioengineering treatments upstream and down.

Site 4. The bank downstream is much lower than the cliffs upstream, and about 110ft
long between the swale outfall and the existing bank protected with rip-rap. This
eroding bank will be stabilized/revegetated with a Live Willow Brush Mattress held
at the toe by a Live Woven Willow Wall along the water’s edge. This will provide a
good riparian filter as well as shade and cover from the overhanging branches.

Provisional cost estimates

The estimate is based on material prices available in January 2010 and Oregon’s
prevailing labor rates. These rates will need to be adjusted according to Oregon’s
BOLI website prior to final contract.
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Lower Rogue River Streambank Stabilization/Riparian Revegetation/Fish Habitat

Ractaratinn Praisct
restoration rroject,

Gold Beach, Oregon

Bioengineering Associates Inc.,
Laytonville, CA

Background.

The location of the actively eroding cliff is on the left or southern bank of the Rogue
River within the area of tidal influence just upstream of the estuary. The site is 5261t
in length consisting of some 420ft length of recently eroded riverbank or cliff up to
30ft high above the bed of the backwater, including a 120£t stretch of slumped
material that has become partially vegetated. There is a further 142ft of bank
downstream that is also being actively eroded, though mostly covered with
Himalayan ( recently recognized as Armenian) Blackberry. Upstream and
downstream of this 5621t length, the banks are covered with rip-rap, and appear to be
stable. At the base of the cliff is a significant backwater that appears to be a
minimum of 2ft deep even at low tide.

300 feet of the cliff are near vertical along the upstream end, which takes the brunt of
* high flows taking a southwesterly line between the opposing gravel bars that have
been stabilized with willow growth. As observed above, increasing vegetation and
concurrent aggrading, by deposition, of the gravel bar opposite the erosion site
continues to increase erosive pressure on this 562ft of bank. This cliff erosion has
eaten into the gardens of houses that are now within 100£t of being lost to the river.

The house owners have attempted to resist the rapid erosion of their property. Three
cables run from the bank-top to downed trees that once offered some protection to the
cliff. They now provide some fish shelter but tend to direct flows against the bank.
There are a number of mature shrubs and trees in the threatened gardens, including a
multi-stemmed California bay myrtle within 20ft of the top of bank.

The quality of the existing habitat for fish is limited by:
Lack of predator protection from overhanging vegetation
Limited in-stream habitat structure
Little of no shade to maintain lower water temperatures
Periodic input of fine sediment from mass wasting of the undermined bank.

Implications and Assumpftions:

From site visits to the ares, an assessment of the larger-scale process responsible for.
changing the landscape can be summarized as follows. In recent years, the estuary



itself has been subject o heavy deposition, decreasing the average river gradient over
the reach of tidal influence. Within living memory, the river has compensated for this
loss of main-stem capacity by reclaiming many acres of productive meadow, a ’
phenomenon that is common to many West Coast watersheds impacted by land use
change. The Rogue is still in the process of reworking valley gravels. leaving gravel
bars populated by recent willow growth. These bars exhibit the positive feedback of
vegetation-induced deposition that enables them to grow, decreasing the capacity
locally and thereby increasing pressure on the valley sides

The cliffs are mostly composed of fine alluvial silty sand, which has the equivalent of
cohesion strength only where a root mat is present. At their base is a perennial
backwater that is scoured by flood flows some three feet deeper than the adjacent
floodplain. The cliffs are therefore at high risk of being further undermined and
collapsing in a major flood event, contributing more fine sediments fo the estuary.

The greatly increased width of the floodplain at this location implies scope for
enhancing habitat and protecting the bank locally, without any significant decrease in
the cross-section of the river and its floodplain at this point. '

"The project design addresses the current ‘limiting factors’ for fish by providing
excellent fish habitat. The existing situation will be greatly enhanced by the addition
of logs and rootwads providing sheltered pools and resting areas safe from predators.
The boulders and large logs in each structure will deepen the pool locally and trap
further flood debris. The resulting increase in structural complexity will enhance the
trophic web with a greater diversity of carbon food sources. Shade from the bank-
side willow will lower the water temperatures in the warmer months. In addition,
protecting bare bank and strengthening existing meta-stable areas will prevent further
loss of fine sediments from bank erosion.”

The increase in impermeable surfaces represented by house roofs (discharging to the
ground surface at the foot of the down pipes) leads to a local concentration of input to
groundwater as well as surface water flows above the bank once the ground has

reached saturation.

This surcharging of groundwater above the riverbank not only weakens the resistance
of the bank to collapse, especially when undermined, but also tends to cause failure
through excess pore-water pressure after a bankfull (or greater) event when river
levels fall. The implication of this condition is that a filter needs to be applied to
prevent continuing leaching of fine material from the bank. The proposed design uses
local river run gravel and cobble in the construction, for this purpose, rather than
synthetic filter fabric, and this gravel will be stabilized by vegetation that will quickly
provide shade and enhance habitat/predator protection to fish.

Other assumptions are that the use of local materials and labor will be maximized, the
location of the backwater relative to the cliff will be maintained, and this optimum




















































































