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Cury County Cotmissioners;

In lightof recent teétim’on‘y'd-usri,ngva hearing to aliow Tidewater, Iric. to mine gravel fromtheold mill site:
on the south bank of the Rogue Rivet, | felt compelled to provide a little history-of my work-with the
la‘ndowners imme'd'iat’e‘!y adja'cen't to- ‘an'd down'str’ea-m of that argato: ha“l’t--severe erosi‘on t’hrea'-té fing

south channel of the river: below the mlll srce Thns area isa steep, nearly vemcai 30+ foet cut~bank that-
is:and has been actively-eroding. Landowners inthis area have lost a: considerable amount ofproperty:to
erosion,.and sediment from this area is a major contributor to sediment aggradation.in the Rogue River
estuary..Afew houses in this areaare in imminent danger of being lost to the river-during a high flow
event onthe'Rogue River.

. Ifirst looked at this site in 2002 with the Oregon Department of Fisheries and Wildlife-and the Lower
Rogue Watershed Council. In 2006, a group of highly qualified hydrologists and bioengineersfrom
Bioengineering Associates laoked at the site and developed a restoration plan to.both keep the
jandowners in this:area from losing any maore property, and to reduce sediment loading intolhe:Rogue
River estuary. At that time, the restoration was estimated to cost around $1.3 million-dellarsto

nce that time, I have been‘actively shopping around for @ grantor willing to pay firthe

comple
restoration of the:cut-bank, but have not found a willing funder.

There i‘s si’gni’ﬁca n‘t potenﬁa !' for grave‘l' removal at th’e ol'd' mill'site to mak-e -’it easier?'o-r waterfo flow

- _naMe.!.»,rem,,oval at the o_idamlll.s_lte .untnl e:ther..a_) a hy.drg-geomorphlc study is d.o,ne showmghat
removal.of gravel will not increase erosion along the south bank of the Rogue Riverimmediaely
adjacentto.and downstream from the old mill site; or b) the bank restoration and stabilizatin project
proposed by Bioengineering Associates for the south bank of the Rogue River immediately afacefitto
and downstream-from the old mill site is completed and woody vegetation has had time to gow roots
thatwill anchor the project and resist scouring from Rogue River curfents.

1 would be glad to conduct a field tour ofthie project area and to bring plans.and site-specific esigns
devéloped by Bioengineering Associates so that you can better understand the urgency of canpleting
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bank restoration work at this:site. A personal visit to this site will clarify the need to act with utinost
caution in approving any medifications to the floodplain and channel of the Rogue River that might
inereasethe potential for additional erosion at this site.

Sincerely;

Frank:A Burris.
Watershed Management Extension-Agent
Oregon State University



